Freedom Focus
“Proclaiming Freedom for Prisoners”

Special Update for January 2014
WE APPRECIATE SO MUCH your support during the past year of 2013. We had generous
contributions totaling $208,790. Our contributions budget for the year was $204,890. Total contributions
during 2013 were up 3.5% from 2012 year. Gifts came from hundreds of churches, businesses, and
interested individuals. We also had stronger auction income than planned. We praise the Lord that SFPM
was able to end the year in the black. WE ARE SO THANKFUL FOR YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH
OUR LOCAL MISSION OUTREACH TO THOSE IN PRISON.
SUPPORT FOR PRISON MINISTRIES
IMPACTING LANCASTER COUNTY, PA. by:
Sharing God’s love and hope to men and women in prison
Assisting the church and concerned persons to get involved in prison ministry
Inviting churches, businesses, and individuals to partner financially with local mission opportunities.
For 2014, we will continue with our contract to provide chaplain services and
Christian programs at Lancaster County Prison. We have 8 paid staff and 12
regular badged chaplain volunteer. Annually, we respond to about 14,000 requests
for services and/or contacts with about 1,000 inmates; 90% men, 10% women.
At Lancaster County Youth Intervention Center we have
3 part-time chaplains, plus about 20 church groups and
area pastors minister to about 40-50 juvenile residents in
detention and shelter care.
PLUS SFPM works with inmates being released to connect them with after/reentry ministries, raises funds
through their annual benefit auction for various prison ministries, and provides speakers and education
programs and training for local churches, businesses, and the community.
JOY AT CHRISTMAS
Each year Support for Prison Ministries obtains Christmas cards and distributes 3 cards to each inmate to mail
to family and friends. A prison fund pays the postage and these are mailed for the inmate the week before
Christmas. Many inmates use this opportunity to say thank you for the cards that SFPM provides.
One note said, “Thank you for all you do for us inmates. God bless you all. Have happy holidays.”
Another inmate wrote: “I am now reading the Bible and feel more relaxed with life. The Word is comforting
to me. When I get out, I want to go back to my church and re-focus on my family.”

FIND US FAST ON FACE BOOK or www. Supportforprisonministries.org

Income

2014 Budget: $410,000

Expenses
Funding to related ministries from auction

Contributions
Needed

Annual Auction

$52 ,500

$105,000

$68,500

$199,915
$105,085

$289,000

Accounting,
Promotion,
Administration,
Fundraising

Chaplain’s wages and Benefits, Bibles,
Christian Literature, Chaplain office
expenses

County contracts for chaplaincy
services at LCP and YIC

For 2014, our board of directors approved a budget/financial plan that totals $410,000. As you can see in the
chart, about ½ of this ($200,000) is needed in annual contributions. About 17% of all income is used for
management, promotion and office/auction administration, leaving 83% to go directly to chaplains, literature,
and in-prison and aftercare ministries.
You can also give to SFPM in other ways besides cash, such as estates, will distribution, and long term annuity
and giving plans. We have regular contact with Mennonite Foundation/Everence financial advisors who offer
helpful services.
A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your gift to partner with SFPM. THANK YOU !!

NEWS FROM THE YOUTH INVERVENTION CENTER
WELCOME TO Eliott Good, a young man from the Manheim area that began part-time chaplain work
to the youth in December. We welcome him to our team.
THANKS TO Joel Bare, who served for a number of years at YIC and has resigned to spend more time
with his woodworking business and other interests.

Director’s Report
By Nelson W. Martin
I remember one morning when I met with several of our chaplain staff inside the Lancaster
County Prison. The chaplains were concerned
that so many inmates continue with negative,
Support For Prison Ministries
dysfunctional lifestyles and attitudes. Their
P.O. Box 134
consensus was, “If only more would listen and
Lititz, PA 17543
know how much God loves them.”
Later that same day I met an inmate who found faith inside prison.
(717) 625-0232
He said, “I found a living God, my true Father. My life will never
E-mail: sfpm@dejazzd.com
be the same.” Seeds are being sown. Some are listening and
www.supportforprisonministries.org
responding. Praise God!

