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THE BUSY CHAPLAIN’S OFFICE
Diane Pistone is the full-time Chaplain Office Coordinator at Lancaster County Prison (LCP). She will soon
complete 17 years on our staff. Nelson Martin, SFPM Director, met with Diane on an early Friday morning
recently and shares this report.
Nelson: So what stack of papers are you bringing into the office today?
Diane: These are request forms that are gathered from inmates
throughout the prison. We often get 40 - 50 requests a day and more
after the week-ends. There are requests for Bibles, asking to sign-up for
correspondence Bible study courses, to borrow books from our lending
library, participate in group studies, for reading glasses, or asking for an
outside minister visit or visit with a chaplain. Many contain questions
about faith or how to deal with the inmate's life in prison. Our office
then processes these and gives the materials and responses to a chaplain
to take back to the inmate. We also keep records of all attendances at
group studies and church services, schedule clergy visits from the
outside, approve religious materials that are sent in for inmates from
bookstores and publishers and produce reports requested by the LCP administration.
Nelson: Your work in this second floor office is not public to most persons, but you have many contacts.
Diane: I feel like I am a link between the inmates (currently there are almost 1,000 men and women at LCP)
and the outside world of area pastors, service providers, and our faithful core of SFPM chaplains and
volunteers. I have a big world of contacts! Even though I don't get to see many of the people I talk with, I feel
I know many of them by our phone conversations. We have just come through a very busy time because all
outside ministers and volunteers now need to update their approval every year. That, along with the January
burst water pipe that flooded our offices, kept us pretty busy!
Nelson: What constitutes a bad day in the Chaplain's Office?
Diane: There are no 'bad' days, just busy ones. You'd be surprised how many people call in to schedule
appointments but don't know what day they want to visit or even the person's name...funny! Our office
handles family emergencies and death notifications that need to be verified before a chaplain can inform the
inmate and provide them with a phone call. These can be difficult at times.
Nelson: How about a good day?

WHAT’S INSIDE?

Diane: Everyday I can minister in the office is a good day. Sometimes we get
calls from family members who are concerned for their loved ones. It's
encouraging to hear their stress lessen as we talk. I even get the opportunity to
pray with family and friends who are going through a hard time with someone
who is incarcerated.
(continued on page 3)
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October 25 & 26, 2013 at Farmersville Auction Grounds
Friday Evening:
4-7 P.M. Big John’s Complete Chicken Dinner
(Donation) (Eat in or take out)
5:00 P.M. Auction of quality merchandise, furniture,
meats, produce, groceries, theme baskets, wall
hangings and framed pictures.

NEW & ORIGINAL WOODEN
3-D PICTURE BY
LORRAINE REIFF
“Lancaster County Farm Scene”

These items to
be sold around
12 noon

6:00 P.M. A second auction of tools, hardware, potted
plants.
1953 Ford Jubilee
Tractor with live
PTO, fully restored

7:00 P.M. Winross trucks and collectible toys auction
Saturday:
7 A.M. Start your day with a Delicious Pancake and
Sausage Breakfast (Donation)
8:30 A.M. Auction begins with quality merchandise
for home, farm, and business, including framed
pictures, quilts, hand-crafted items, pedal tractors, and
theme baskets.

Our auction goal is to clear $100,000 after
expenses, to be shared with Lancaster County
Prison and Youth Center Chaplaincy Programs,
Freedom Gate, Spirit & Word Ministries, Transition
to Community/The Potter’s House, and We Care
Program.

MANY VALUABLE GIFT CERTIFICATES
From area businesses for food, lodging,
professional and home services.
HOME MADE FOODS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT SALE

New for 2013: SHARE A MEAL
This is an opportunity to buy tasty meals made and
served in area homes.
We invite you to participate in the following ways:


Have you looked at our website recently?????
Many people are checking it out and getting updated
information at:
www.supportforprisonministries.org

Donate a meal and be a host/hostess
On our website, you’ll find pictures and updates about
(contact Darel Seibert at 717-989-8979 the auction right up until the sale day. There is an
or djseibert@dejazzd.com)
interactive map to Farmersville, pictures of items to be
sold at the sale, and details about the sale.
 Purchase a meal for yourself, family,
or friend at the auction.

So far in 2013, contributions are slightly ahead of 2012 for which we are most grateful.
THANK YOU to the many churches, businesses and interested persons who give to help what
God is doing in prisons today.

2013 Budget: $410,000

Income

Expenses

Contributions
Needed

Annual Auction

Funding to related ministries from auction

$100,000

$ 50,000

$66,500

$204,915

$293,500

$ 105,085

Accounting,
Promotion,
Administration
Chaplain’s wages, Bibles, Literature,
Christian videos, Office Expenses

County contracts for chaplaincy
services at LCP and Youth Center

AN ENVELOPE IS ENCLOSED FOR YOU TO PARTNER WITH US.

The work of Support for Prison Ministries is
guided by a 10 member board of directors,
persons who are active in local congregations and
businesses.
Back Row (left to right): Cliff Martin, Larry Fox,
Leon Martin (Vice-Chair), Ken Martin
(Chairman), Darel Seibert
Front Row (left to right): Ken Haller (Treasurer),
Dennis Sensenig, Caleb Minnich, Warren
Hackman (Secretary), Steve Nolt.
Busy Chaplain’s Office (continued from page 1)
Nelson: What is life like when you are not at LCP?
Diane: I live in Ephrata with my husband Johnny. I have 2 grown children, Rebecca and Stephen. We enjoy
spending time with 3 grandchildren who live in the area. We attend Evangel Assembly of God in
Ephrata. One morning a week, I do prayer ministry with women who have been referred to me.
Nelson: Do you have a life verse or goal that keeps you going?
Diane: A key verse for me is Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through him who gives me strength." That
was the first verse I memorized as a new believer. It goes along well with my favorite quote by Phillip
Brooks: "O do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your
powers. Pray for powers equal to your task. Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle. You shall be
the miracle. Every day you shall wonder at yourself, at the richness of life which has come to you by the
grace of God." It is so fulfilling to be part of a ministry that is sowing, watering, and harvesting the seeds of
God's hope and healing.

THE POWER OF THE WRITTEN WORD

By Nelson W. Martin, SFPM Director

Our chaplains distribute many Bibles, Christian books, and inspirational literature each year.
Many are given free, others are in a rotating library, and some are life studies and Bible
correspondence courses. WHY USE THE PRINTED WORD?
1. PRISONERS DO READ. They have lots of time. As one chaplain said, “Inmates will read
anything they can get a hold of.” We believe we should give them materials that can help
change their lives.
2. BOOKS EDUCATE. Books bring encouragement to and build faith in Christians, some of them new
believers. Books also help equip inmates to minister to others in prison. And just as Christian books build one
up, many other books are used to promote false religions and ungodly lifestyles. We want to provide quality
reading materials that will make a difference.
3. BOOKS ARE CONTINUOUS. The printed word can teach long after the teacher has gone or the inmate
has been released. Some books are left lying around, some are passed from cell to cell while others may even
be read or perused by correctional officers.
The Psalmist wrote (Chapter 119:11) “I have hidden God’s word in my heart,
that I might not sin against Him.” There is much power in the written word!
Check out our website for updated photos and information: www.supportforprisonministries.org
P.O. Box 134, Lititz, PA 17543
(717) 625-0232
Email: info@supportforprisonministries.org
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SAVE THIS DATE. Saturday, November 23, 2013 Lancaster’s Annual Alternative Gift Fair. Many area
non-profits, including Support for Prison Ministries, will have displays and ideas for helping charities, in
place of spending money for commercialized Christmas gifts. Plan to join us - - 10 AM to 4 PM at the Farm
and Home Center, Lancaster.
This note came recently from an ex-inmate from Lancaster who is now serving a long sentence in a PA State
Facility. “I came here from Lancaster County Prison. I would like to let the chaplains know that I am doing
well. I am also growing in Christ. I don’t remember all your names, but I am praying for you as you keep up
the good work.”
This note from a lady at LCP. “I am very appreciative of all you (the chaplains) have helped me with. I am
memorizing ten verses, since I need to understand the Bible better. My soul has been touched. My salvation is
a wonderful gift. I am a changed person. All thanks to Him.”

